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To: Hudson, Mary - Communities <Mary.Hudson@Oxfordshire.gov.uk>; 'Simon Heaton' <simon@heatonsconsulting.com>
Subject: RE: White Cross Farm - clarifications
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Mary

In response to your queries:

The total depth of extraction varies across the site, with the thickest mineral present in the north-western part of the site with the thinnest adjacent to the River Thames. The overburden is generally around 1m to 1.5m thick with the base of mineral (recorded in the borehole summary table) relatively flat lying around 39.6m to 40m AOD. Where the highest ground levels are recorded is therefore where the thickest excavation will take place (north-western corner of the site). Maximum excavation will be about 7m, with the lowest excavation around 3.5m adjacent to the River Thames.

The maximum heights stated are for all soil storage - top soils where stored-  3m and sub-soils – 5m. This is in accordance with MAFF guidance and best practise. 

The main site lagoon is shown on the plans- dimensions 66m x 55m x 5m deep (thickest mineral deposit).
All surface water in the area of the plant will be directed into this lagoon. 
As each phase progresses there will be a de-watering sump that will pump into the lagoon.
The overflow from the lagoon will be via a pipe to the ditch that forms the north-eastern site boundary that then discharges into the Thames. There will be no direct discharge from the workings into the Thames.

The site will have a weighbridge and adjacent office, together with welfare cabin and potentially a site office. We state in section 6.1.4 “welfare facilities and temporary cabins for contractors and staff”. 
Para 6.2.4 “A quarry office and weighbridge office will be constructed at the locations shown on Plan PA21-7. This office will be required for quarry personnel, such as the Quarry Manager, administration team etc. It is proposed that a mess room, canteen and welfare facilities will also be constructed as part of this development”.

Appendix 6 shows typical office and welfare unit. Please note that all cabins and are confirmed to be mobile containerised units or portkabin type units. The highest building (excluding the processing plant) will be the office weighbridge. A typical example is shown attached that is approximately 3.3m high.
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